Going Green in the Classroom: Movie Making Fun!





Would you believe me if I told you that it is easy to create a green screen video for little to no money at all? With some green or blue butcher paper, a free trial download of Pinnacle Studio, and a video camera, you are five steps away from easily making a quality movie with your class.
Materials Needed*:
· green or blue butcher paper. I have a green cloth that was provided with a Pinnacle program I formally used. I’ve also used a green twin sized sheet from Target that has worked well.
· a video recorder~I highly recommend purchasing a Flip Video. This is my absolute favorite tool in the classroom. With no cords, chips, or programs to worry about, this camera is user friendly. There is a reason I have two of them and carry one in my purse at all times.
· a free 30 day trial of ULead Video Study 11 or Pinnacle Studio. Both programs are quick, efficient, and user friendly. I personally use Movie Edit Pro 15, which costs less than 30 dollars. 
*PC based directions
.
Action on the Set!
.
Step 1:
.
Create a script and plot for your movie. We enjoy creating content related films, and you can find some of these examples at www.mrsbunyi.com/green_screen.html. Movies of the past have addressed simple machines, moon phases, and measurement conversions, but it was limited to filming and saving alone. Now, we have the power to transport our class anywhere we want. 
.
Step 2: 
.
Hang a green screen (either purchased or using butcher paper) on a flat, open wall. Make sure this area is well lit and clear of shadows.



Step 3:
.
Film your students in front of the green screen as they read the script. The student must be free of the colors green and blue for this to work. Tight on time? Recruit a parent. The Flip Video is so easy to use, and I was able to give my volunteer thirty second directions before filming in the hall. 



.
Step 4:
.
Open up your program and import photos and videos. A chroma key (green screen) can be viewed, for most programs, under the edit button. First row will have your selected background (eg- ocean) and your green screen video with volume will take up the next two rows (video and audio). With one click of the chroma key, it merges your photo and video together, exporting your kids to another time or place! If you have ever used Microsoft Movie Maker this program can be completed with similar effort. If it is not looking quite right, there will be a dial you can use to improve the quality. Here are photos to demonstrate the steps within the step for ULead. You can also turn to www.youtube.com for many tutorial videos on ULead or visit Beth Newingham’s post regarding Pinnacle. 

Visual Directions















Step 5:
.
Burn movies on a CD or save to your site to present a movie worthy of Hollywood with friends and family. Most programs will allow you to save your movie as an avi, wmv, mp4, and flv file.  









The Tinier Details:
How do I create transitions? 

You will look for an effects option and apply desired transitions as you would with a PowerPoint, Windows Movie Maker, or Photo Story.

How do I publish my movies?
I prefer my class site, but space is limited for some districts. You can add it to www.teachertube.com if you have gathered permission rights to post online.

I need a lot of help. Where do I go?
Linda Foote has created an excellent resource page. You can access it here: http://www.powayusd.com/projects/EdTechCentral/VideoEditing/PinnacleTutorials.htm#PinnacleTutorials_
